International Journal of

Ay g Al o plall 440 gal) dlaal)

Educational Sciences and Arts t..‘.'l..f'ﬂu
(IJESA) )
Vol. (5), No. (8) August 2026 (8) suadt ¢(5) Sl

@ﬂ\ﬁﬂ\@cMg@\JJJ&d\@m

) b culy dakald
el Uale 5a¥) daalay (bl il 5l o glall A0S 3 cdalad) liad ) anidy deLsa i

A0 ) Ay yall ASLadl)

fbaradi@psu.edu.sa
gdlall
@) ladll 8 43S jall Wl saa) Lghoa s ¢ o padl 7 pusall 3 ladl s ) guiand) 4008 e il 3o 8l o4
D3l L) G Cranil) Al Anaill Cad) gall Be) B 25 ey B (e Ap pal) AAEN 8 2 ga ol Al 4 JOIA e o g2l
o oblatl i gl il nll i e il ge oIl e ) Eas 5 el ally Dl Cars call G b
3500 eetmd) il Ay g ) g A0 DB (he 1200 ecs Sl 5 A Uil La ) shat iy cdm sl 5 jaUlall 561 )3
£l iy ) Y gay e el y ool 5l NS Aile o5 iyl el sl ) i
¥ s pemall ilan o N ) (i 5 (el FAEN Y pall Qb b o) g (15 sealaall o el
gl ilasia Jias 381 ) (a 1588 5 co sl s el o sgho DAL T i Le oy ¢ Al 5f iYL s 5
LG 1) g o 0 Sl () ¢ sl LR (i ¢l () 4 sy 2 ) ) 58 Y s
Y il A a5 43 gl aaad o 430y Lpmaiaal) Adelally A gl Jua claat 4algy J Le 4l V) g
Dl eliag oo ol ) (8 aend AIE A las dbia 530 )50 ) jaa Lay 63 pualadll

CM\ dgga ydll al glall ccay yatll cd;mtm dion paall 5l el ) puanl) ‘gﬁ)‘d‘ CM\ :%&M\ lalsl
el Sl (apaall el

The Dialectic of Presence and Absence of Theatre in Arab Culture
Fatimah Saleh Albaradi

Assistant Professor, Department of General Studies, College of Humanities and Sciences,
Prince Sultan University, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
fbaradi@psu.edu.sa

Abstract

This study examines the dialectic of presence and absence in Arab theatre as one of the central
issues in Arab critical discourse. It explores the debate surrounding the existence of theatre in
Arab culture by examining the divergent critical perspectives that either affirm its deep roots in
the Arab cultural heritage or regard it as a modern phenomenon that emerged through contact
with the West. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the theatrical
phenomenon and trace its historical and intellectual development, beginning with the
performative and spectacular forms embedded in the Arab heritage, followed by the formative
stages of modern Arab theatre, and then addressing the issues of identity, authenticity, and
Arabization, before finally considering the current state of Arab theatre and the prospects for its
presence in light of contemporary cultural and technological transformations. The study
concludes that the dialectic of presence and absence is not primarily a question of affirming or
denying the existence of theatre; rather, it stems from differing conceptions of theatre and the
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criteria by which it is defined. It further argues that many traditional forms constitute
performative and spectacular precursors that do not meet the institutional and artistic
requirements of theatre in its modern sense. Although modern Arab theatre has succeeded in
establishing a significant cultural presence, it continues to face challenges related to identity,
social effectiveness, and its ability to renew its expressive forms and respond to contemporary
transformations, thereby strengthening its role as a cultural practice that contributes to the
production of knowledge, the development of critical awareness, and the promotion of dialogue.

Keywords: Arab Theatre, Presence and Absence, Theatrical Identity, Theatrical Authenticity,
Arabization, Performative and Spectacular Forms, Modern Arab Theatre, Theatre Criticism.
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