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Abstract:

Yemen, as it is known, is an agricultural country, and it has been called Happy
Yemen since ancient times because its people are busy with agriculture and farming.
Its poets and wise men praised their dependence on agriculture and their ability to
confront hunger and poverty. Among the goals of sustainable development are
improving the quality of the environment and the natural resource base on which the
agricultural economy depends, preserving the viability of the field economy, and
improving the quality of life of farmers and society as a whole. Considering these
facts, this paper will work on studying the poetry of the poet Mutahar Al Eryani,
which urged agriculture and farming as a source of livelihood, combating poverty
and hunger, and decent living, with the goals of sustainable development, which
urged agriculture as a means to combat poverty and destitution. Despite our
differences with his extremist political orientations, this does not prevent us from
praising his agricultural poems, which called for love of the land and concern for
agriculture as a basic resource for living in dignity and bliss.
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Introduction

Agriculture in Yemen

The agricultural sector is one of the most important productive sectors in the
Yemeni national economy. and this importance stems from being one of the main
sectors contributing to the gross domestic product, as its contribution to the gross
domestic product ranges between (10-12) %, in addition to being the productive
sector for food commodities and raw materials needed for many industries. It comes
first in absorbing employment, as the vast majority of the population depends on the
agricultural sector, by about 74%, and it contains nearly 2 million workers,
constituting about 53% of the total workforce in the country.

Agricultural land resources used in agricultural investment constitute 3% of
the total lands of the Republic. The agricultural sector in the Republic of Yemen is
characterized by using the capabilities of the natural resource base of water and land
in a limited manner. The average cultivated area is about 94% of the total arable area.

(https://yemen-nic.info/agri/agrin_yemen/#:~:text=)

Sustainable Development Second Goal:

As is known that the second goal of Sustainable Development in Yemen is to
end hunger and ensure that everyone, especially the poor and vulnerable, including
infants, has access to enough safe and nutritious food all year round by 2030. Also,
it is to double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food
producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists, and
fishers, including by ensuring equal access to land and other productive resources,
inputs, knowledge, financial services, markets, value-adding opportunities and
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access to Non-farm employment opportunities, by 2030. (Source: United Nations
Sustainable Development)

As the world's population continues to grow, more effort and innovation will
be urgently needed to sustainably increase agricultural production, improve the
global supply chain, reduce food loss and waste, and ensure that all those who suffer
from hunger and malnutrition have access to nutritious food. Many in the
international community believe it is possible to eradicate hunger in the next
generation, and are working together towards this goal.

The Sustainable Development Goal of “ending hunger, achieving food
security and improved nutrition, and promoting sustainable agriculture” (Goal 2)
recognizes the interlinkages between supporting sustainable agriculture,
empowering small farmers, promoting gender equality, ending rural poverty,
ensuring healthy lifestyles, and tackling climate change, among others. Issues being
addressed within the set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals in the post-2015
development agenda.(https://sdgs.un.org/ar/topics/food-security-and-nutrition-and-
sustainable agriculture#:~:text)

This paper highlights sustainable development in the poetry of the Yemeni
poet Mutahar Al Eryani and tries to illustrate some of his verses that call for and
encourage the agriculture in Yemeni countryside as a way to defeat hunger and the
need and the possibility to live in dignity and pride by growing and agriculture.

The Poet Mutahar Al Eryani

Mutahar bin Ali Al Eryani was born in 1933 in Al-Qafr, within the
governorate of Ibb, Yemen, and received his education at the hands of the jurists of
his village and his older brother, Fadl bin Ali Al Eryani. In 1953, he moved to Aden,
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then to Cairo, and joined the Faculty of Dar Al-Ulum, Cairo University in 1955, from
which he graduated in 1959.

Al Eryani contributed to many publications, most notably the “Yemeni
Dictionary of Language and Heritage,” which contains thousands of vocabularies in
Yemeni dialects that are not included in other dictionaries.

As a poet, he began writing vertical poetry in 1947, and his poems were
published in Yemeni newspapers. He published a collection of poetry, titled Above
the Mountain. He has studied ancient Yemeni literature and history. He died on
February 9, 2016, in the Egyptian capital, Cairo. (https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/)

Mutahar Al Eryani’s Agricultural Verses:
Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Magaleh said:

“What is on the mountain? Above the Mountain is poetry whose
poems sprout on paper, just as farms grow in mountain terraces, and
bloom on mouths, just as (coffee) trees bloom on peaks and slopes.
(Above the Mountain, p. 28)

The poet Mutahar Al Eryani “in the Countryside Epic, and even in his other
poems about the soldier and the worker, all of them have something big and a lot of
this love and this worship for the countryside, with great care to record pictures of
rural life before it becomes extinct. The poet grew up in the bosom of the village and
was raised among its fields and under its trees, therefore, for him, the countryside is
beauty, health, poetry, and a comfortable life, and his rusticity did not stop at the
aesthetic and poetic form of the countryside, but rather prepared it to invite the city,
which takes over the bounties of all the countryside until it overflows on the villages
from some of what it takes from them, but the city not only was it - in the past -
stingy with the countryside, but it used to send it from time to time someone who
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would frighten its security and disturb the comfort of its chicks and roosters (Above
the Mountain, p. 39)!

Ahmed Afif, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Afif Cultural
Foundation, stated:

Undoubtedly, the Yemeni reader has the right to crave a Diwan
(Above the Mountain) because he hears through his songs himself,
in words that express his feelings and conscience, which makes him
say: This is what I would have said if I had broached this subject.
And this is only because the words of the poet Mutahar Al Eryani
stem from the heart of the Yemeni personality and from the deepest
depths of the soil of the Yemeni land, in which there are authenticity
and peasant hopes, the vitality of his workers and the valor of his
soldiers, the loftiness of his mountains, the splendor of his plains and
valleys, and in them the colors of the golden ears of wheat, and The
colors of the onyx of Yemeni coffee, ... (4bove the Mountain, p. 6)

Mutahar sang for the seasons, for the lowlands, and the mountains and birds
sang with him, and the echo of his songs echoed the night and the day and the
wedding of the crescent moon to its rich bride. Mutahar soaked with dust, haunted
by the love of the homeland, the hermit in the niche of the earth, the lover of the limit
of devotion and worship.

G ey (il y (e Aniad s ()Y il (e
sl aad G W15 alia Lew pe (e dpad (Y1 Culia
i Lo Las (g, lala ) il ST 43S ()Y G pmi e
Gim ciebiae ol ja W)y (e DI 49 e Y e el
Who borrows the earth a grain, it gives him from its fulfillment a reward and gain?
The earth has grown fertile, whoever planted it, reaped it, and the earth is the blessing meek.

The earth does not know a lie, or disappoint its hopes, whoever loves it, couldn’t be wasted.
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Hit the ground, hit it, and wait behind it ... A quick double reward. (Let’s Sing for Seasons, p.78)

He is the expert with the secrets of the earth’s treasures; its goodness, giving,
love, and overflowing. There is no Yemeni poet who celebrated the farmers like him,
and Yemen is nothing but these farmers who are the builders of civilization and the
builders of goodness. Al Eryani monitors the lives of peasants: their values and
customs, their valleys and their homes, folk dances, songs of drought, rain, sowing
and boiling, harvesting, various working hours, primogeniture, songs of alienation,
and the grief of peasant women. Objectively, the poems which are included in the
Diwan “Above the Mountain” (Al Eryani, 1991) are glorification — that is, the
glorification of the values of work, beauty, love, and life, and the values of patriotism
and defending dignity and ideals:

Jual s - 26 L granall (pona by il il
dale 5735 Al Jeadl kil V)
dalaall a1 (3 laal) ) pasi L
Jstaall  pea pensi Juall s Jsaall d s
S Jaiaall by dale O8I
Oh God, your satisfaction, O supportive (1) to the morning, what he said, reached (2)
Unless he sets out to work as a builder, farmer, and worker
We only hear hammers or the roar of factories

And in the fields and mountains, you can hear the creak of hoes

For every worker and builder today, songs are sweetened. (7he Bell Has Rung, pp. 118-19)

Like a farmer, he immerses himself in rural life and portrays the details of the
life of the farmer, fruits, and good things. He goes with them to the field and lives
with the details of their work during the day, their constant anxiety about the rain
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delay, and their overwhelming joy in the light of dawn. He loves nature and is a deep
believer in the breeze and smiling flowers to witness the making of the great God.

Dadll b Sl ey
AV g o pan s peay
o Sl Alaal aaldy
o5y Cala o gl pial jadll
Whoever witnesses the beings at dawn sees and hears
The wonderful creation of God
He watches the great vigilance with dawn being made.

The day its vision happened. (A Countryside Epic, p. 125)

The poet dictated the songs (Mahajil) of the peasants and the sayings of the
farmers and reformulated them into songs for all Yemenis, and he immortalized them
in melodies that enriched the conscience and overwhelmed the feelings. Consciences
are awakened and filled with pride and sublime human joy.

Jsbaall a1 J s Ly L3k
il o sadl Jsia 1y L3
el Jhadl e aly pudll sy
gle sl 2l | ailead) Lgple ik
Our country, O lowlands... expand for hoes
Our country, O fields, wave with crops
Oh, my permanent goodness, permanent, on mountains and hills

Blindfolds mounted on it, with good, going, and coming. (4 Countryside Epic, p. 149)
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Mutahar’s reverence for the farmer, the giver of life, the reviver of the earth
after its death, and the renewal of its blood circulation does not come from
meditation, reading, or acculturation. The poet has immersed himself above the ear
and 1s skilled in embroidering the earth with peace, just as he is clever in composing
poems, and drawing poetic images filled with the breezes of love, longing for growth,
and the certainty of victory.

S5 Ly e aadll 5 (s
Db Jibe s il iy 3l
April, Red Star, Pleiades and Mubakr (3)
And in the fall, tiredness in goodness is still looking. (4 Countryside Epic, p. 149)

Perhaps the first thing that comes to mind when talking about Mutahar Al
Eryani is his colloquial poems, which are widely preserved in Yemen, in which he
mixed love and national affiliation and wrote for the soldier, the farmer, and the
worker, and among the most famous of all is the song “Love and Coffee” performed
by the artist Ali bin Ali Al Ansi, It is a lyrical “epic”, urging the cultivation and care
of the “coffee tree.”

The song deals with the simple Yemeni man, who loved and seeks to connect
with the one he loves, so he waits for the period of reaping the fruits of “coffee” to
pay the dowry of his beloved. And in it, he says:

DN dS el i L W L
DY) aall g canll 5 Ul W aas
oea g8 e ) 138 (0 e 0l
s 5 Gl (i) s(2e0) 5 (40)

Let’s go, rural youth from every place
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We live the nights of blessing, love, and the most abundant goodness
In colors from the art of these people from the era of Himyar

Bala, and Mahid Maghna.. Dan wa Lil Dany (4) (Good Meeting and Evening, p.51)

Thus, in a few verses, history, agriculture, and the colors of Yemeni singing
(Bala, Mahid, Maghna, and Dan) are collected.

There is hardly a Yemeni morning without a radio or channel broadcasting
his joyful morning song, which excelled in its melody and performance by the artist
Ahmed Al-Snidar:

ssluia il 5y Ju i 5 i s el iy (S sl Jeai L
31 Jiladl) (e g 2sall aridll (5 ylary s o s

sliia 8 4xia (e et o ¢V (e eaa o 5

lo) s hal Lag o o gulle 14 le JS al el il Jaal L
o) g Jael cpiall gl s il GIAL) s Cay L il

How beautiful is the morning in the countryside of Yemen when it shines and sends masterpieces
of light?

Its atmosphere is infused with aromatic breeze deposited from lots of bushes fragrance
Its light is purified from impurities, and its river is gathered from its source in its purity

How beautiful is the countryside! What sweet is everything in it! How creative is its charm, and
how pure is its passion?

I believed in the countryside, where the Creator is fascinated and creative in making, and He
weakens anything else. (4 Countryside Epic, p. 147)
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Mutahar Al Eryani’s poetry is related to the countryside and agriculture, and
that key is apparent in a duality consisting of two letters: love («==)) (by joining the
ha), and grain (=) (by opening it), and he sees that they are complementary, and
each leads to the other and summons it, so the meeting of the two lovers and their
love will not be achieved except at the end of the season. The coming love and
goodness with all its consequences, which means the life of the farmer and the course
of his life, and we have witness and evidence for that from his poetry, and it is clear
in almost all of his poems and operettas;
(http://ibraheemabotalib.blogspot.com/2012/09/blog-post 6.html). Where he says:

by Calas Jaall 3 olalll Capn |y
all 5 CAll aus e 8 £all Gy (il
O beloved, we meet (5) in the field, we feed and we sing

Good time to meet in the season of love and grains (Stover and Fodder, p. 100)

So, love is the food of the soul, and grains are the food of the body, both of
which are indispensable in the life of the farmer, and from here we find most of the
masterpieces of Mutahar Al Eryani’s poetic content that does not deviate from this
duality. As it is apparent in his poetic immortals, it is also apparent in what he
considers one of the three immortals. When he says on the tongue of Humaid bin
Mansour — and he and his companion Ali bin Zayed are among the companions of
the poet and his lieutenants whenever he grabs the creativity pen — Humaid says,
acknowledging Ali bin Zayed’s gratitude:
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Mo le A
LS e
AL i LS Ul
CadA Ul ey J il
Al & Al e
Al g ezlall g ¢ Y1
My brother Ali bin Zayed
He praised me as he loved
And I, as God, am a witness
I say and I am not lying
Ali is my brother in immortals

Earth, water, and love

And if Ali bin Zayed and Al-Humaid bin Mansour were the wise men of
agriculture and its poets, then Mutahar Al Eryani became the third of them, as he re-
read their heritage and produced lyrically, so he was reminded of them and mentioned
with them. (http://ibraheemabotalib.blogspot.com/2012/09/blog-post 6.html)

Ebrahim Abu Talib said:

When I was asked to bear witness to this scholar, I did not have the
right to delay it or hide it, because he who conceals it will have
sinned in his heart. How could he not, and the one who is acclaimed
is the one who opened our creative and poetic perceptions to the
rhythms of his words, and we saw the countryside with his eyes
sweeter and fresher than what we lived and saw with our own eyes.
we, the people of the countryside, and how not when he is the one
who renewed the popular heritage with the wisdom of the expert, the
experience of the wise, and the breath and ability of the specialist,
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and this was evident in the most important of his works, which are
undoubtedly among the most important contemporary Yemeni
lyrical works of all, are (The Canna Branch Passed, The Bala, Above
the Mountain, We Salute You, Eternal Goodness, A Voice Above the
Mountain ... and others) where the poet tended to renew it - As the
great Abdullah Al Baradouni, may God have mercy on him says-:
“From the spirit of the people, its language, and the formalities of its
chants, and it caused a popular lyrical transformation because it was
issued in its creations from the creativity of the people, and its
uniqueness is manifested in the revival of the people’s art”.
(https://www.diwanalarab.com/)

Regarding the subjective and artistic inclinations towards the rural, which
imprints the Diwan Above the Mountain — language and content — with its authentic
rural character, Dr. Al Maqaleh said: “I do not know whether the poet Mutahar Al
Eyrani while writing his beautiful rural, was aware of that rural doctrine that
appeared in Europe at the beginning of this century, and found that it has echoes and
disciples in our Arab world. It is the doctrine of the rural city or rural civilization,
whose most prominent advocate was a struggling Irish poet, George Russell. (Abdul
Bari Taher, p. 38)

He is fully confident that the Yemeni farmer is a safety valve for the economy
of this country because his labor force can overcome difficulties and hardships.
e liall ()5S 5l 2l G lage | aeliaall & Calll Z2 e Galll e
Al s ll Wil J a5 dany 5 & )5 L aalia a0 ()Y 538 22 ey
What is there for Yemen other than the farmer of Yemen in the hardships...
No matter how narrow the hardships or the troubles
The farmer of this land lives a friend of the land.
He sows, reaps, and rewards gifts to the world. (4 Countryside Epic: p.148)
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He calls on the farmers to get up early and rely on God in their endeavor to
cultivate their lands, valleys, and gorges. Whoever works in agriculture never knows
hunger or misery.

(sl Wl ity oy S L) aulae Ll Uia) )
Sl b 3ol L)AL Jeal) Gl 1 L
Gy Lle oyl il Ly Gl 401 L
Al & oad daall sl g b L
A Al By Yy e Le Y & 0 e
Al lile oy Ml ) Ly el 401
(And we asked for Almighty... Generous to open his doors for us)
Oh God, good work, brothers... and sustenance comes to its seekers
Oh God, your satisfaction, oh God, your satisfaction... and be satisfied with us
Oh God, we plant the valleys... Up to the mountain, we plow its lands
He who cultivates the land will not be lost... and misery will not knock on his door

Oh God, your satisfaction, oh God, your satisfaction... and be satisfied with us. (Let’s Sing for
Seasons, pp. 66-7)

He never ceases to praise his country and its farmers while they take care of
the land during the sowing season and how they deposit in the womb of the earth
those seeds that they hope to plant and reap after a while.

g3 el el Ldlale A5 J sl sda 13 b
e L agdlohY L sl (aedl ) @ A O S s
g5 3 nzY¥se ), aded By (L) a4l

sl aad o W15 1 sh L pm Y aa ) B e ds ot L
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g same pa gl 12 5 ) sahally Cladl ) i
Oh, my country: These fields and their yards... Farmers have multitudes
They plow the soil with their bulls rising... to flatter them with rewind
It is the season of (seeds), and there was a murmur of thunder, and then lightning, and teardrops.
Here they are deposited in the womb of the earth... Seeds and the earth is the best of the meek

And they sing to the clouds and the birds... And this is their singing audibly. (Let’s Sing for
Seasons, p.71)

He knows that those who practice the agricultural profession will not
experience hunger or hardship. He considers that the soil of his country is a mine of
gold for those who work in agriculture and farming.

adaaliah eligdh ol 5L
Gadll Qi Ll g i GRS ) S el
diesagalle el Gl g 1)
Ol Gl e o dseall s Juad) (B e 4 sl (1
O dust of bliss... O gold mines
You are the treasure of wealth... How do you return solid... O soil of Yemen?
A farmer of the land of Yemen... his effort is unparalleled

Who is equal to him who... in the mountains and plains... cultivates the land of Yemen? (Let’s
Sing for Seasons, p.82)

Abdullah Al Baradouni observed,

In any case, the text of "Mutahar" as a whole is closer to the language
of the nation... Perhaps "Mutahar"... is in this color until the language
of the nation's son revealed its secrets to him. The depiction is as
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simple as the life of the nation's son, and the thinking is of the type
of thinking of the nation's son... (Abdullah Al Baradouni, p.350)

Conclusion

He is Mutahar Al Eryani, a scholar on his own. A scholar who is purified,
who gave himself and his knowledge and shed his loving tears for his country and
its citizens.

He is considered to be among the sages of agriculture (Ali bin Zayed and Al-
Humaid bin Mansour), but Mutahar surpassed both in everything. Because Mutahar
Al Eryani is the one who touched our wounds, spread his medicines and balm over
them, and made us run continuously towards the future, life, freedom, and love as
long as our generations passed.

It is noticeable how not a poem or a verse of Mutahar Al Eryani is devoid of
mentioning agriculture and caring for it as a source of living in dignity and bliss. This
1s what makes his poems closely linked to the second goal of sustainable
development, which calls for attention to agriculture, ending hunger, achieving food
security, improving nutrition, and promoting sustainable agriculture.

At the end of this research paper, it is necessary to refer to the wise
government's directions, which took the return to agriculture and caring for peasants
and farmers as a solution to the country's suffering in the current period of economic
blockade.

Yemenis today, as they live through global crises and various challenges, need
more than ever before to correct their policies about agriculture, and to focus on
raising awareness of its importance and adopting action mechanisms that address this
problem, in which the reality of the nation has become a tragic reality!
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Agriculture and agricultural production are among the most important huge
resources that move and revitalize the economy. A broad economic activity is
produced in many aspects based on taking care of it. They realize this aspect’s
importance and pay great attention to it.

Notes

(1)Oh God, your satisfaction, oh supportive: is a Yemeni expression of early
work and asking God for help.

(2)Reached — It was hardly resolved.

(3) Agricultural month in Yemen.

(4) The Bala and the Mahid are the colors of popular singing.

(5)Meet — A Yemeni formula that means a request to meet, as if he says: meet
me, or let us meet, or the meeting will be.
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