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Abstract

This study examines the conceptual framework of the human right to a healthy environment and
its international legal framework. It aims to clarify the concept of this right and its significance,
and then to present the sources and characteristics of international environmental law and the
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efforts of the international community to establish the right. The study proceeds from the
question of how adequate international environmental law is, how binding its sources are, and
how effective international efforts have been in protecting this right.

The study adopts analytical and descriptive methods in examining international legal texts and
instruments and is organized into two sections. The first addresses the concept of the right to a
healthy environment by defining its constituent terms, both linguistically and technically, and by
explaining its significance. The second addresses the international legal framework in terms of
the sources and characteristics of international environmental law, as well as the efforts of the
international community at the level of the United Nations and its organs, specialized agencies,
non-governmental organizations, and regional systems.

The study concludes that the right to a healthy environment is relatively recent. It crystallized
gradually through the Stockholm Declaration (1972), the Rio Declaration (1992), and the
preamble of the Paris Agreement (2015), until it received explicit international recognition in
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 76/300 of 2022. It further concludes that the
sources of international environmental law are those of general international law set out in
Article 38 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and that this field of law is
characterized as recent in origin, global, preventive, technical, and of a mixed nature, with a
predominance of peremptory norms. Finally, many international resolutions are hortatory and
non-binding in nature, so the effectiveness of the right remains contingent upon its incorporation
into national legislation.

Keywords: Human Right to A Healthy Environment, International Environmental Law, Sources
of International Law, Efforts of the International Community, Sustainable Development.
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