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Abstract

This research aims to examine the role of international agreements and institutional mechanisms
in establishing legal protection for antiquities and cultural heritage, and in ensuring their
preservation, given the various threats they face and the differing scopes of protection afforded
to each. The core problem addressed by this research concerns the adequacy of international
legal rules and institutional mechanisms in providing the necessary protection for antiquities and
cultural heritage, as well as the extent to which their respective roles complement one another in
addressing potential violations. The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach,
supplemented by a comparative method, to analyze the provisions and obligations set forth in
relevant international agreements, highlighting their points of convergence and divergence.

The research explores the concepts, types, and cultural and legal significance of antiquities and
cultural heritage. It further examines the protection afforded to cultural property during armed
conflicts—under the 1954 Hague Convention and its protocols—as well as international
agreements concerning the prevention of the illicit trafficking of cultural property, the protection
of world heritage, and the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage. Additionally, the study
addresses the role of international and regional organizations in supporting the implementation
of these agreements and fostering cooperation among states. The research concludes that
international agreements have established a multifaceted legal framework for the protection of
antiquities and cultural heritage, with provisions and mechanisms that vary according to the
nature of the items being protected and the threats they face. It further finds that the
effectiveness of this protection does not depend solely on the existence of legal rules; rather, it
hinges on the extent to which states commit to implementing these rules and how well their
efforts are integrated with those of relevant international and regional organizations. The
research recommends strengthening international cooperation, operationalizing preventive
measures and legal accountability mechanisms, and enhancing institutional coordination to
ensure the protection and preservation of antiquities and cultural heritage for future generations.

Keywords: Antiquities, Cultural Heritage, International Agreements, Legal Protection,
Institutional Mechanisms.
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