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The legal system for governing oil and gas exploration and
exploitation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its impact on
sustainable development
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Assistant Professor of Commercial Law, King Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia
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Abstract

The oil and gas sector constitutes the cornerstone of the Saudi economy; however,
exploration and exploitation activities raise several legal challenges related to civil
and environmental liability, in addition to the Kingdom’s obligations under
international agreements. This research aims to analyze the constitutional and
regulatory framework governing such liability in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
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highlighting the role of national laws such as the Basic Law of Governance, the
Environmental Protection Law, and the Mining Law. It also examines the extent
to which these laws align with international standards and practices. Furthermore,
the study explores the responsibilities of national and foreign companies and
reviews Saudi efforts to harmonize its legislation with global trends considering
Vision 2030. The research concludes that the Kingdom has established an
integrated legal framework that enhances the protection of natural resources and
ensures sustainable development.

Keywords: Legal System, Governance of Oil and Gas Exploration and
Exploitation, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Sustainable Development.
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