International Journal for daalad) & gadl 4 gal) ddaal)

Scientific Research (IJSR)

Vol. (5), No. (6) June 2026 (6) saat ¢(5) oY

aghad) Ao 4 jUall i g lal) g 3 jalal) 3 g8l

Oad) asal ) dasa (Naal) dlae Gas Jiae el mlla dilae (g il Gl Gy allae
400 gral) Ay yall ALl canlatill 3 ) 59 By LIS Al g 4y aY) o glall A4S ¢y 98 jiiials
“Lokyahya.1100@gmail.com

ua&ld‘

skl Jh 8 @l g o gn geadl plaidll A 5 giall e 20Ul caglall g 5 el 5 a1 Aul o ) Caall 13 gy
Can) al 285 A8l el V) 25 e i Apliial cila i (e alladl sagd Le g Aaall Lpelaial) g 40laiy)
Alall @l Al clipdaill 5 4yl sl il g Ayl (o saill ol jEuY ladll doa gl gl

Lo Al i) (gaiel) ol i) i Allaciad ) 5255 3,800 55800 () a3l (e dlag gl 3o ) ) Juasi
saley oamlill Jaxi )y Lae daid lia ye 25l Jaas 25 5Ual) Cagplall Lai caiad) Gl ol AIN1 gLl agle 5 53
s 13) 8 G3ia 21444 ale joball dgaal Elabeall alai dalin o0 gmall alaill i Cand) 5ST LS saial) (50 530
Al Gl sle) pe A (e Alaad) fase g " pailatiall dag 3 8l fase

ool M el QS AL 5 Ml e Wy ) e VT rfie dssal) dpe pall ael @l ) allat (8 Gl il
Dai by s e Canll el Lig ) sS daila VA ald ae ) gl sda gubi b 53 gmad) bl 50 Lo ge ")
On sl ale) A8 ey ALY Gl ae Jelaill 3giall & dag jea dh 7)) el (ya eail
RERAY]

Caghall 4 s cgaiall ) sl o srdl allail) cApiaall 2giall (Ul Cagylall o alal) Bl sdsalidall cilalSl)
4,3.1.5.&3\ S lelaall eLES ch,gé.'\ﬂ\ Al AJJLLJ\

The impact of force majeure and unforeseen circumstances on
contracts

Abdulaziz Sulaiman Al-Tuwaijri, Abdullah Saleh Al-Yahya",
Abdulrahman Abdullah Al-Ajlan, Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Jafn

Master of Law, College of Administrative and Human Sciences, Buraydah Colleges,
Ministry of Education, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
“Lokyahya.1100@gmail.com

Abstract

This research aims to study the impact of force majeure and unforeseen circumstances on
contracts under the Saudi legal system, in light of recent economic and social developments and
the exceptional crises that have affected the performance of contractual obligations worldwide.
The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine relevant legal texts, Islamic
jurisprudence principles, and judicial applications.

The research reached several important findings, most notably: Force majeure leads to the
absolute impossibility of performing contractual obligations, resulting in the termination of the
obligation or rescission of the contract, whereas unforeseen circumstances merely make
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performance onerous, justifying judicial intervention to restore contractual balance. The research
also confirmed that the Saudi legal system - particularly the Civil Transactions Law issued in
1444 AH - has achieved a precise balance between the principle of "pacta sunt servanda" (the
contract is the law of the parties) and the principle of justice by taking into account exceptional
circumstances.

The research based its analysis on foundational Sharia principles such as "no harm and no
reciprocating harm" (la darar wa la dirar), "hardship begets facility" (al-mashaqqgah tajlib al-
taysir), and "harm must be eliminated", illustrating the role of Saudi courts in applying these
principles, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. The research recommended the need to
enhance legal texts, include explicit clauses in contracts to deal with exceptional circumstances,
and promote a culture of renegotiation between parties.

Keywords: Force Majeure, Unforeseen Circumstances, Civil Contracts, Saudi Legal System,
Contractual Balance, Hardship Doctrine, Impossibility of Performance, Civil Transactions Law.
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