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The Role of Customs Departments in Combating Drug Smuggling:
An Analytical Study of the Role of Customs Departments as
Stipulated in the Legislation Regulating Drug Trafficking
Through UAE Customs Ports
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Abstract

This study aims to examine and analyze the role of Customs Departments in the
United Arab Emirates in combating the smuggling of narcotic drugs, psychotropic
substances, and chemical precursors. It does so by clarifying their responsibilities
in this area, proposing a unified national mechanism to regulate customs work in
anti-smuggling efforts, as well as assessing the compatibility of relevant national
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legislation with the Unified Gulf Customs Law. The study also outlines the limits
of customs authorities’ powers in applying settlement procedures on seizures of
prohibited substances. The research concludes with the necessity to strengthen the
legislative and executive framework related to customs control, and to enhance
coordination mechanisms among relevant authorities to ensure the protection of
society from the risks of smuggling, particularly given the increasing
sophistication of smuggling networks’ deceptive methods.

Keywords: Customs Departments, Narcotics, Psychotropic Substances, Chemical
Precursors, Import, Export.
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