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Abstract

This linkage between Libyan Rock Art and Contemporary Art represents an
attempt to reinterpret ancient visual symbols within modern contexts, evoking
cultural roots and revitalizing them in light of contemporary social and political
changes. The study also highlights the aesthetic transformations that have
occurred in the concept of beauty within the Libyan space, from the aesthetics of
necessity during the Neolithic Period to the aesthetics of expression in
contemporary art. Today, the artist reappropriates symbols such as Zangour as
visual mediators to reclaim identity or critique reality. The research further
explores how these symbols, which may appear primitive or local on the surface,
embody profound philosophical potentials rooted in their connection to human
beings, place, and time. Libyan geography—with its vast emptiness, silence, and
expanse—has been a significant factor shaping the visual imagination of Libyan
artists, both past and present. Accordingly, the study goes beyond purely artistic
or historical analysis to understand how visual heritage is reutilized as a means to
construct a contemporary visual discourse with a distinct Libyan specificity.
Moreover, the study draws comparisons between the contemporary Libyan Rock
Art School and several global artistic schools that endeavor to reinterpret cultural
heritage, such as African Modern Primal Art and Latin American Folk Art. These
artists share a common effort to integrate traditional symbols with contemporary
concepts to form a new visual identity that reflects the concerns of their societies.
However, the uniqueness of the Libyan school lies in its close relationship with
desert geography and rock arts, granting it a distinctive and exceptional
dimension, manifested in evoking the relationship between humans and nature
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through symbols carrying a special philosophical and geographical character.
This comparison demonstrates how different artistic schools can converge in
vision and objective, despite differing tools and histories, thereby enriching a
deep understanding of art history and visual critique in contemporary art as an
ongoing dialogue between past and present. Within this framework, the research
establishes new theoretical and aesthetic foundations that may serve as a genuine
starting point for what could be termed the Contemporary School of Rock Art,
through the reinterpretation of local symbols within profound philosophical and
geographical approaches. The researcher is among the pioneers to address this
integrated approach, positioning herself as a founder and leader of this artistic
conception, given her critical vision that connects Libyan visual heritage with
contemporary art in its symbolic, aesthetic, and identity trajectories.

Keywords: Rock Art, Libya, Visual Art School, Applied Arts.
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